
STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

                                                                                       12 March 2020

                                                                           Meeting commenced:  4:00pm
                                                                                      Meeting ended: 5:30pm

PRESENT:                

Committee A:
(Christian Denominations & Other Religions + Religious Denominations)
                                    

Alex Klein 
Jeremey Michelson

                                                                        
Committee B:
(Church of England)
                                  Rev. Daniel Burton 

Committee C:
(Teachers Associations)
                                    Anne Broomhead 
                                    David Levien (CHAIR)

    Kerril Casey
                                                
Committee D:
(Local Authority)

Concillor Collinson
                                   Councillor Saunders 
                                    Councillor Wilson 

Councillor Brocklehurst

Other:                         Councillor Walsh
David Milne 

                                    
Officers:                     Kindra Belcher – SACRE Consultant 

  Sophie Wroe – SACRE Clerk 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Everyone was welcomed to the meeting and introductions were made.

David Levien thanked everyone in attendance and informed the meeting he was 
honoured to begin his new role as Chair.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Sophie informed the meeting that apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of 
Imran Kotwal, Sandra Burgess, Tanya Burch, Councillor Mullen and Patricia Wilson. 



Councillor Critchley was not in attendance.

RESOLVED: THAT (1) The information is noted.

.         3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 5TH 2019
            
           The minutes of the previous meeting held on 5th November 2019 were agreed as a 

true and correct record. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) The minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 2019 were 
agreed as a true and correct record.

MATTERS ARISING 

It was agreed that there were no matters arising. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) The information is noted.

4. TERMS OF REFERENCE UPDATE

David Levien addressed the recent issues surrounding voting and decision making 
whereby decisions have not been passed when SACRE meetings are inquorate.

Members were provided with a copy of the current terms of reference along with a 
copy email from Mike McHugh of Democratic services, containing advice and 
guidance for voting procedures. 

David proposed Mike McHugh’s approval/suggestion of email ballots following 
inquorate meetings be incorporated into the terms of reference in order to enable 
SACRE to finalise and pass decisions after inquorate meetings. David asked the 
group to give comments. 

Councillor Walsh informed the meeting he agreed with the use of alternate means of 
voting when necessary and raised that the matter should not deter SACRE from its 
true purpose.

Councillor Saunders added that other committees/groups do vote via email. 

Councillor Wilson raised an objection with the concern that telephone/email 
communications could be miscommunicated. David Milne proposed that there are 
ways to ensure clarity, for example tick boxes. 

David Levien stressed that important decisions cannot be passed otherwise, and 
ultimately, we need to focus on education.



As one third of SACRE members were in attendance and every committee was 
represented, the meeting was deemed quorate and David Levien asked the meeting 
to vote. 

For the authorisation of virtual ballots to be incorporated into the terms of reference 
there were six approving votes from voting members, two approving votes from non-
voting members, two objections and one abstention. 

Therefore, the meeting reached a majority vote and so the decision to update the 
terms of reference was passed. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) The information is noted.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) Terms of reference to be updated.

5.         MEMBERSHIP – APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIR 

David Levien asked the meeting for nominations for the position of Vice Chair. 

Jeremey Michelson informed the meeting he would like to nominate Imran Kotwal.
- Sophie informed the meeting that prior to the meeting, Imran had advised that 

unfortunately he could not commit to the role at the moment.

Kerril was nominated for the position of Vice Chair and the meeting agreed Kerril 
should take the position. Kerril accepted and was appointed the new Vice Chair of 
SACRE. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) The information is noted.

6.         PRIMARY AND SECONDARY UPDATE
            

Primary:-

Kindra informed the meeting that the Primary Network Meeting was held at the end 
of February. 

Kindra informed there were around ten attendees and that the change in date 
enabled greater attendance as several R.E coordinators work part time. 

Kindra informed the meeting of NATRE resources which are free to download online, 
such as;

- Ten ways Governors can help R.E
- Competitions that students can get involved in
- Ofsted deep dives; Kindra is aware of a local one which she will investigate 

and then give feedback. 

Councillor Walsh suggested that the article which explores ways in which Governors 
can help R.E is shared with schools. 



Secondary:- 

Kerril informed the meeting of recent OFSTED inspections whereby there were deep 
dives into three areas of the curriculum including History. 

OFSTED inspectors attended lessons and spoke with students, teachers and heads 
of departments. 

Teachers and Heads of Departments were expected to have excellent subject 
knowledge, knowing all happenings within the department, why, and what outcomes 
were expected. 

Reviewing deep dive’s into R.E would enable assessment as to;
- Is the agreed syllabus being followed?
- Is it working? 
- Does it suit the area and the children within that area? 
- How do schools go above and beyond the syllabus and meet students’ 

individual needs?

Kerril informed the meeting there have been huge improvements in quality 
assurance and the OFSTED was the best of four she has experienced. 

Kerril also advised Ellesmere Park, All Hallows, and several Primary Schools have 
received a school of sanctuary award. 

- David Levien highlighted how to be awarded a school of Sanctuary award is a 
great example of quality assurance. 

Kerril shared how students spoke very powerfully on lives as refugees and asylum 
seekers. Support is available for any other schools that want to be involved and aid 
successful engagement of vulnerable children. 

- Councillor Walsh suggested this should be included in the Governors 
newsletter. 

Kerril informed the meeting that there will be a training day during the summer term 
for Secondary schools which involves training around Windrush. Students and 
Teachers will attend, and once dates are confirmed this can go in weekly 
communications. 

Alex Klein raised that the NASACRE conference is a good opportunity to showcase 
the great work of Salford schools and its students. A tabletop presentation can be 
arranged. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) The information is noted.
RESOLVED: THAT (2) Information for weekly communications to be sent to Sophie.

7.         NASACRE May 2020



David Levien informed the meeting that he will be attending this year’s NASACRE 
event.

David asked the meeting if anyone else would like to go and all agreed that David 
should represent.  

David explained how one of the workshops is about how SACREs can be effective 
as a quality assurance body. David hopes his feedback from this workshop will help 
SACRE fine tune and try to get some more teachers involved. 

- Kerril added that it is difficult for secondary teachers to find the time to 
participate. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) The information is noted.

8.         ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Alex Klein asked about a North West / SACRE hub.
- Jeremey Michelson confirmed there is a North west hub which met ten days 

ago. 
- David Levien asked for information on this to be sent to him after the meeting.
- Councillor Saunders informed the meeting he would share newsletters of 

Wigan SACRE and Southampton SACRE with Sophie for distribution. 

David Levien shared an article he had written for VOICE organisation with the 
meeting. David spoke on how little people know about SACRE’s and the importance 
of their responsibility to focus on education. 

David Milne raised, as he has done so in previous meetings, that after four years 
attendance he would like consideration of becoming a voting member.

- Councillor Saunders asked whether David would have to be incorporated into 
a committee?

- David Levien informed the meeting he would investigate this. 

Daniel Burton gave apologies for previous non-attendance and explained he was 
unaware the issues this would cause around voting/decision making. Daniel will 
provide Sophie with contacts to try and fill the three remaining vacancies on the 
Church of England Committee.

Kindra proposed that as previously done, future meetings could be held in schools, 
synagogues and other places of worship.

- Kerril agreed it was/is nice to visit different religious buildings, especially when 
discussing religious education. 

- Councillor Wilson raised the issue of transport for some people and 
complications with navigation/finding places. 

- Councillor Walsh suggested we could hold the meeting at one of the Schools 
of Sanctuary. Several others agreed this was a good idea.

Councillor Saunders offered tribute to two councillors who would be standing down in 
May; Councillor Collinson and Councillor Wilson. 



David Levien closed the meeting, giving thanks to members for contributions and 
commitment to the vitally important work as SACRE.

RESOLVED: THAT (1) The information is noted. 
RESOLVED: THAT (2)  Jeremey Michelson to share information on N.W hub.
RESOLVED: THAT (3)  Councillor Saunders to share newsletters of other SACRE’s 
RESOLVED: THAT (4)  Daniel Burton to send Sophie contacts for filling vacancies

9.         DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

The meeting agreed that Sophie would send out some potential dates for the May 
2020 meeting in order to maximise attendance and ensure we are quorate.

Sophie will aim to arrange the meeting at a school or religious building. 

RESOLVED: THAT (1) The next meeting of SACRE will be scheduled on a date 
                                         In May 2020 and members will be notified accordingly.


